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' OF THE 


FINE LADIES 


| |  Aembled in : 
WII HEREAS an infinite Nane of 
o Belles, of elegant Taſte and li- 
beral Education, have made juſt 
and frequent Complaints againſt 
a- certain Scheme called The Gosrzr; and 
it being fully proved, by unqueſtionable 


Witneſſes, to have been purpoſely calculat- 


ed and contrived to reſtrain and abridge 
ſuch 


"at 1 


ſuch Liberties and Delights as are eſſenti- 
al to Female Happineſs; WE the Belles 
and Toaſts of this Metropolis, aſſembled 
in Convocation, have (after the moſt mature 
Deliberation) found it neceſſary to provide 
a Remedy for ſo diſagreeable an Evil. And 
whereas our ſincere and diſintereſted Sex ab- 
hors nothing ſo much as Hypocriſy and Diſ- 
ſimulation, WE ſhall make no Scruple to 
expreſs our hearty Diſlike and Averſion 
to an Ordinance ſo repugnant to our Na- 
ture, and ſo prejudicial to true Gallantry 
and Politeneſs. And fince it is impoſſible 
for us to conform to our Religion, it is ne- 
ceſſary that we ſhould have a Religion con- 
Formed to us. Wx therefore, the Belles and 
Toafts aforeſaid, do, by theſe Preſents, de- 
clare the Old Gos pEL to be null and void, 
and of no more Effect than if it had never 
been made; and do hereby appoint and di- 
rect the following, with the New Car E- 
CHISM, Oc. to be uſed in all polire Places 


CATECHISM 
NECESSARY) _ oY 

For all Young Ladies Be- 
Jore they are confirmed 
in Womanhood. al 


Parſon. 


IJ AT is your Name ? 


_ Miſs. Co au r 1L LA. 
Parſon. Nho gave you that Name? © 


_ Miſs. My Godfathers and Godmothers 
at my Chriſtening ; who promiſed, that I 
ſhould prove a Babe of Grace, delight in 
Finery, and haye a Multitude of Lovers. 
; Par- 


. 
piarſon. What did yo uy a edfathers aud 
ann then for on? 


Miſs. They did promiſe. any vow three 


Things! in my Name. 1ff. That I ſhould be 


a ſtrict Obſerver of all the Faſhions. 2dly. 
That I ſhould never betray the Secrets of 
my Sex. And, 34ly. That I ſhould al- 


ways put on the Appearance of Modeſty, 
good Nature, and Virtue, before the Men. 


Parſon. Doſe thou not think that thou 
art bound to do and believe as they Dave 


prowiſea for hee? 


. Ve, h and upon my . 
nour I certainly will; and I think myſelf 
exceedingly happy to be called to ſoagree- 
able and elegant a State of Perfection, and 
ſhall make it my Study to continue in the 
ſame unto my Life's End. 


Parſon. What is the outward and oi 2 
Sign or Form in Baptiſm : e 


Ni. Water, WOES. the. Parſon 
ſprink les my Face; a Ser of the beſt Com- 
pany in their Holyday Cloaths ; a plenti- 


ful Dinner, Fiddles, and a Country Dance. 
5 Far- 8 


(#} 


- Parſon. has is the inward ard 4 ſpiti: 
tua Grace? 8 


i. The Honour of being aduitted 


[into the beſt Company; and the Advan» 
tage of putting on the Appearance ' of a 


| modeſt Reſerve, accompanied with a  ſeem- 
ing Repugnance to every owe tt that i is Led 
ER < dierous and free, Ig 


* 14 a 


Parſon; 1 beg Jo "WH WAP is Hour real 
Opinion of that which the Reverend Di- 
vines call the Pomps and Fanities of this 


wicked We orld: ? 


- Miſe. 'To an! W with you, I takt | | 
them to be nothing more than the neceſſary i 
Decencies which every Woman of Faſhion | 
is indiſpenſibly obliged to obſerve, from 

the Duty and Reſpea ſhe owes ber Quality. 


Parſon. 27 will pardon my Freedom; 
Mifs, if beg to know, whether you ever. 
beard of that Prince of pg es come. 
monly called be Devil: © = cn 


Miſe. Web; Kir; I 10 85 weed my Nurſe 
and the Chaplain e talk of n for Hours to⸗ 


gether, 
Par: 
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parſon : Nat Sort of o do'y Joe 
N bim to be = 


Miſs. I take him to be the very Pifurs 


of an ill-natured, paris e een 


n Husban 4 


ee 4s the bot a Part of 
Religi on is that of having a right Faith, 
let me hear if thou canſt troy 18 Ar 
ticles of thy Belief 3 \ of 


The FiN® ET $ CREED. 
Miſs. I believe that this is a very agree: 


'able World; and that I am one of the moſt 
ceable Creatures i in it; and that Men 
and Beaſts, and all that is therein, were 
made for my Service, Paſtime, and Delight; 
and I believe in the Faith of Beaux, the 


Compliments of Fops, the Modeſty of 
Rakes, the Power of Beauty, - the Force of 


Love, and in my own irreſiſtible Charms, 
Sagacity, and Conduct; and in the reaſon- 


able Hopes of an advantageous Match. I 
believe alſo that the Proteſtant Church is a 


very pretty Church ; that it has a decent 
Regard for Quality, and requires no more 
of a Toaſt * the Honour of her Compa- 


* 


3 | N 
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57 and that the Beauty of Holineſs cons 


5 7 
| 2 


fiſts in elegant Dreſs, and the Performance 
of the ſpiritual Exerciſe with a becoming 
Grace. I believe alſo in the Myſterious 
Efficacy of new Guides and Manuals, Fiſh 
Days and Feſtivals, Lawn Sleeves and Sur- - 
plices, and in the certain Joys of this 
World, and I have a Glimmerxing of the 
Want eine 


Parſon. What dofſ# thou chiefly learn 
From theſe Articles of thy Belief ?? 
Miſs. 1/8. I learn to believe, that T am 
an Animal that is made for Joy and Finery. 
2dly. That I was ſent into this agreeable 
World, to ſee how well I can divert my- 
_ felf, by giving a fall Swing to thoſe Ap- 
petites and Deſires, that bountiful Nature 
has inriched my Conſtitution with. 


Parſon. But don't you think a Familia 
rity with Fops and Beaux is a Hindrance 
to your Spiritual Improvement, Mils ? 


Miſs. Tout au contraire, Mon ſieur; for 
there is nothing ſo heavenly and raviſhing; 
they are the Quinteſſence of the Creation, 
and contrived by Providence for the Eu- 

Br i! i val nn 


WS 
tertainment of the Fair Se; for their Con: 
verſation is ſo ſoft and elegant, their Wit 
ſo ſurpriſing and exquiſite, their Manners 
ſo inimitably looſe and agreeable ; and, in 
fine, ſuch wonderful je ne ſcay quoy's in e- 
very Thing they do, that, could they Jo. 
and be conſtant, they would be adorable. 


Parſon. From the particular Pains I |, 
have taken, in teaching you your Command- 
ments, I may preſume you have not forgot 
them, pray tell me how many there are? 
Miſs. TEN. 


Parſon. Which be they ? 


Miſs. The ſame which your Reverence 
taught me in the Nurſery. It was I that 
brought thee out of the Land of Dulneſs, 
to Plays and Operas; and out of the 
Hands of thy Grannum, to a 'Town of Li- 
berty and Delight. EY 


I. Thou ſhalt worſhip no other Idol but 
thyſelf. . N 


II. Six Days ſhalt thou dance and play, 
go to Maſquerades and Operas; but the ſe- 


venth Day is the Sabaoth, in which thou 
malt 
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| ſhalt do no Manner of Good, but ſhalt dreſs 
and go to Church in the Morning, thou 
and thy Couſins, and thy Siſters ; and, in 
the Evening, thou mayſt goſip and co- 
queite. re OY a 


III. Laugh at thy Father and Mother, 
that thy Days may be merry in the Land 
of the Living. . 


IV. Thou ſhalt not Jilt a pretty Fellow; 
nor exerciſe thy Cruelty upon the Fop 
that thou art in Love with. 


V. Do not bear Witneſs againſt the In- 
trigues of thy Neighbours, that thou be 
not hindred and obſtructed in the Purſuit 

ol thy own. | 
Vl. Open thy Boſom to the Damſel that 
combeth- thy Head, and pinneth up thy- 
Tail, for ſhe will aid thee with Counſel, 
p and aſſiſt thee in fulfilling of thy Heart's 
| Deſire. wo 


VII. Man ſhalt thou treat like the Beaſts 

of the Field; thou ſhalt tread upon the 
Humble and Meek, but the Impudent and 
Brazen thou ſhalt cheriſh and carreſs. 


VIII. 


. EF 
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VIII. Thou ſhalt be amorous as the Cock 
Sparrow that kiſſeth upon the Houſe Top, 
and fine as the gaudy Peacock that turneth 


up his Tail to be admired. 


IX. Thou ſhalt . ay Gallant; 
and thy Husband, and thy n out of 
all thou canſt get. 

; = 
X. Thou ſhalt not om to envy, covet, 
or deſire thy Neighboar's Spark, her Jew- 
els, or her Shape, or her Coach, or her 

Wit, or her Watch, or any Thing that is 

her Se 


6% 5 What _— how hich hears 
from theſe Command ment? 


Miſs. 1 learn three Thing BS. 1 __ That . 
the Form of Godlineſs is the? true Religion, ” 
24ly. That the Celebration of the Sabaoth 
by the fine Ladies, is a becoming Encou- 
ragement to Dreſs and Decency ; the chief » 
Support of the Clergy, and the main Pillar 
of the Church. And, 3d/y. That all the 
Commandments are ſo wiſely and graciouſ- 

Iy contrived for the Benefit of the fair Sex, 

that it is impoſũble for a fine Soy to be 

1 7 that neglects to keep them. 
— Pats 
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A. Not! in oh bed, Sits | 


- Parſon, What is Jour vu towards 
"” Neighbour # $1597 


| - Miſe. To 5 him as ve 1 to 
do unto all the fine Men as I _— they 
ſhould do unto me. Hogs 5 Ent 


Parſon. Who is u Nloightour 2 


222 Not every old prude or dirty Clown 
that lives within ſive or ſix Doors of me; 
but all agreeable young Fellows Wr 
I meet them. 


Parſon, However, my FF" Child, Gow 
that thou art not able to do any Good of 
thyſelf without the Aſſiſtance of Prayer 
| 4. me hear #herefare if thou canſt ſay. 


The Fins Lavy' $ PRAYER? 


Miſe. FN Moſt gracious FATHER, Make 
er of Women, and Giver of 


— al good 1 hings ! ! Pour down the choiceſt of 


, . hy 


4 


2 1 
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thy Bleſſings upon the Belles of this Land; 
give them Health, Wealth, Honour, and 
Gaiety of Mind, and whatſoever elſe can 
render them happy and agreeable (unleſs 
they have the Aſſurance to be my Rivals) 
and, in a particular Manner, preſerve my 


Shape, O Lord, and keep a continual Watch 


over my Complexion, that the handſom and 
elegant Figure I have always made at the 
Altar, may ever redound to thy Honour 
and Glory: Continue to me ſuch Pleaſures 
as I already enjoy, and ſupply me with ſuch 
new ones as I am not able.to invent ; grant 
that I may order all my Words and Actions 
with ſo much Cunning and Precaution, and 
cover my Countenance with ſuch a Veil of 
Modeſty and Sweetneſs, that I may ob- 
tain the Accompliſhment of my moſt reſery- 
ed and ſecret Wiſhes. I return thee my 
moſt hearty 'Thanks, O Lord, for the extra- 
ordinary Share of fine Senſe, Wit, Beauty, 
 'Aeremens, and je ne ſcay quoy's, which 
thou haſt thought fit to beſtow with ſo 
bountiful a Hand upon this thy Servant; 
and that there may be a continual Supply 
of pretty Fellows for our Service, bleſs all 
Seminaries of true Gallantry and Politeneſs, 
whether they be. Maſquerades, Ridottos, 
Balls, or Aſſemblies, or by what Names or 

JP 
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Titles ſoever they are dignified. or diſtin- 
guiſhed. Grant me Patience, OLord, with 
all upſtart Flirts of Quality that rake Place 
of me, and, in thy 2 Time, raiſe thy af- 
flicted Servant to ſuch a Height, that they, 
and all others, may be thoroughly ſenſible 
of the becoming Diſtance there ought to be 
between them and me: All which, in Con- 
fidence of my own extraordinary Merits, 
and for my own dear Sake, I humbly beg 
and implore. PE 1 


Parſon. bas dere be iv this 
Te „ 

A Miſs. I defire nothing but what is ne- 
ceſſary and decent; and what every Wo- 


man of Quality is thoroughly perſuaded ſhe 


has a Right to; and which no fine Lady 
will ever be brought to recede from. 


| Parſon. I beg that you will oblige me 
with the Definition of a Church. | 


* Miſs. Why, a Church is a vaſt large 
Room, with a high 'Steeple, and Bells in 
it, where People go once a Week to ſet 
off themſelves, and find Fault with their 
Neighbours ; and | ET 
. Ta- 
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only an Idea of the Shell, and ſpeak more 
tike a Bricklayer than a Chriftian ; for 
the Reverends' aud Right Reverends' are 
the Church A: Church ir a ſpiritual 
Thing, and they are the legal tors 
of- its Oraches and Myſteries: They are 
the tv, ivr and Ambaſadors of Hea+ 
von, and have the ſole Direftzon of the 

Conſciences and Purſes of the Laity, (who, 


on their Part, are blindly to ſubmit: to 


heir Deci ſions, and to labour and toil for 
their Emxury, Power and Support. 

_ Miſs. 1 return you 'Thanks for your "= 
formation, and ſhall take Care to pay their 


their Quality, 
' Parſon. How many Sacraments are there? 


. Miſs. . Two; Baptiſm, and the laſt Sup⸗ 


per. 


© Parſon: Why are Children baptized, 
when, by Reaſon of their tender Age, they 
cannot poſſibly tell what the Parſon and 
the People are about? © 0 


( 


A Miſs: ift. That his Reverence may be 
ſure of his Fees and his Belly full, before 
the little Bantling pops into the other 
World. 2415. To give an Air of ſome ex- 
traordinary Power in the Prieſt; in order 
to ſtrengthen and improve the natural Pro- 
penſity of the Ladies to Forms and My- 
ſteries. And, 34/y: To give the poor Mos 
ther the Conlolation of being richly ſet 
out ; and of ſhewing her Generofity, Taſte; 
and Magnificence in a ſumptuous Enter 
tainment. | | 


after eating the laſt Supper ? | 


© Miſs. IT muſt faſt till I have the Cholick; 
read till my Head aches, look wondrous 
rave for three Days before and two Hours 
after, and then return to my former inno- 
cent Amuſements. 


8 Parſon. hat are the Benefits whereof 
Dye are Partakers thereby? 


Miſs. The Comfort of thinking that we 
are better than we are, and the Hopes of 
making our Neighbours believe ſo too. 


C The 


The PRAYER of 4 young VIRGIN 
in great Diſtreſs. 


Lord, who knoweſt how ſoft, how 
—. weak, and of how pitying a Nature 1 
was made, look down with an Eye of Com- 
paſſion upon me a diſtreſſed Virgin; nor 
ſuffer me to lye neglected and alone; but 
ſend thy devoted Handmaid a ſtrong, inde- 
fatigable and tender Comforter, and teach 
him to ſeek for true Happineſs, where alone 
it is to be found. Was not this Boſom made 
to be preſſed, this Body to be embraced, 
and this — (Oh TI faint, I die)— Treaſure 
to be poſleſſed 2 Yes ſurely, for we are told 
. that thou haſt not made any Thing in vain, 
neither is there an uſeleſs Superfluity in all 
thy Works. 'To what End were all theſe 
Beauties given, and whereto tend theſe ſoft 
Emotions? Are 7hoſe never to be enjoyed? 
and are theſe always to be ſtifled 2 Surely, 
in thine own good Time thou wilt ſend Re- 
lief; and when thou haſt tried me, thou 
wilt have Mercy. Inceſlantly therefore will 
I pray unto thee, and cry, How long, how 
long! When ſhall I be releaſed from theſe 
my daily Strugglings, and enjoy the bleſſed 
Fruits of this my Warfare. O ſend me what 
Tamty Nature framed for, that I may ſoon 
be a joyful Mother, and fully anſwer the End 
of my Creation. Amen, even ſo be it, Amen. 


75e 
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The 8 
1 CHAP. 
= | EAR my a 0 Daughter, . 
and give Ear unto my Sayings ; 
for I ſpeak the "Words of Comfort unto 


thee, 
2. In the Beginning, Woman was made 
for Man, and he ſhall cheriſh her. | 
3. Vex not thy Lover's tender Soul 
with Cruelty and Diſdain, leſt an Evil of 
like Nature befal thee. | 
4. Make Uſe of thy Lovers in the Time 
of thy Youth ; for when thou art old they 


will depart from thee. 
5. Be conſtant at Church, when thou 


| haſt nothing to do; for in ſneh like Amuſe- 

ments there 1s no great Harm. | 
6. A virtuous Woman is carried to. 

Church, lifteth up her Eyes, and looketh 


about her: 
7. And a religious Woman ſpieth Faults, 


and Faſhions; and when ſhe goeth forth 


ſhe telleth them. 
8. Be not concerned though Men ſpeak 


Evil of thee; but be wiſe in thy own 
Conceit, and that will comfort thee. 


9. Reverence thy Quality, and ſpend 
with Profuſion ; and Men will ſpeak well 


of thee, | 
| 10. When 


4* : Q 
( 20 } 


8 When thou meeteſt with 4 rich 
Fool, take Care to enſnare him; for a 
plentiful Jointure giveth much Conſola- 


tion. 
11. If thou loveſt a Man, be ineeeding 


free with him; for Loye is the falf lung 
of the Law: 


12. Bat to him that thon hateſt, ſhew | 
thy Diſcretion ; for in ſo doin thou ſhalt 


deceive the Wile and the Aged. 


13. But love thy ſelf above all Things; 


for Charity beginneth at Home. 
14. Pamper thy felf elegantly, faſt Iu- 


xuriouſly, frequent Aſſemblies out of Cha- 
| rity, and the Church out of Decency, and 


all will go well wich thee, 


15. Reprove not thy Neighbour, till 
her Back be turned upon thee; for muen 


Altercation engendereth Strife. 
16. Sweeten thy Countenance before 


the Rich and the Mighty ; for thus ſhalt 


thou lead the Simple and Innocent Cap- 


tives. 


17. But if thou art diſpoſed to be haugh- 


ty, imperious, or fretful; let that be Work 
of Retirement. 


18, Len Lies and matter when it is ; 


for thy Advantage; for thereby ſalt thou 


deccive the Sons of Men: 
19. For 


cay 


348 For the Lips 3 is as the 
Drop of an Honey-Comb; and her Tongue 


is ſmoother than Oyl. 
20, In the Mulkitude of Words their 


is much Honour; and Silence is reproach- 


ed of her Children. 
21. This is my Will, faith the Lawgiv- 


er, if ye will not hear the Words of your 
Lover, nor give Ear unto his Prayers; 
22. I will vifit your Noſes with Carbun- 
cles, and your Necks with Leproſy : 

23. Your Rivals ſhall have you in De- 


n and the young Men ſhall ſcorn you: 
For Coquetry endureth but fa a 


a Seaſon ; and Prudery 2127 be its own Tor- 
mentor. 0 


"2 p S A LM to the PRAILISE and 
 HoNOUR of LiBERTY. 
L 
1 * 4 the zealous Bioots rage, 
To lead us in a String; 
And why do Preachers of the Age 
| Imagine a ain Thing. 
II. 


Our Hearts unequal to the Pain 
Of Prece pts, were created ; 


David 


(HS) 


David talks quite another . 
Or We are ſtrangely cheated. | 
III. 
Zh tells us, to be brought to Cyurt 
In Finery, is our Duty; 77 
And that the Kine Bimſelf ſhall ſport, 
And ſolace in our Beauty. 
. 
Then let Us break theſe Bondi in 1200, 
And caſt zhezr Words behind Us; 


Indulge each Pleaſure Old and New, 


Leſt Age or Slekweſr find us. 


Ach PSALM, for the Ul f 
4 lIouUNG LANE 


By Mr. PO p E. 


"HE Maid is bleſt that will not fear 
Of maſquerading Tricks, 


Nor lends to wanton Songs an Ear, 


Nor ſighs for Coach and Six. 


To pleaſe ber ſhall her Hausbau mie, | 
With all his Main and Might, 


| And in her Love ſhall exerciſe 


Himſelf both Day and Night. 
Ste. 
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She ſhall brig forth moſt pleaſant Fruit 


He flouriſh ill and ſtand, 
Even ſo all Things ſhall proſper well, 
That this Maid takes in Hand. 


No wicked Whores ſhall have ſuch Luck, 


- Who follow their own Wills, 
But purg'd ſhall be to Skin and Bone, 
With Mercury and Pills, 
For why, the pure and cleanly Maids 
Shall all good Husbands gain; 
But filthy and uncleanly Jades 
Shall rot in Drury-Lane. 


Parſon. Now as Confeſſion 15 neceſſary 


to Forgiveneſs ; and ſince the Fleſpb ts 


frail, and little Miſſes are apt to have 
wanton Thoughts, if thou wilt confeſs 

. them to me, I will comfort zhee and ab- 
ſolve thee. 0 


The CONFESSION. 


Miſs. I do confeſs that I have often ſa- 
crificed my Pleaſure ro my Pride, and 
now and then my Pricle to my Pleaſure : 

I have erred from the Faſhion like a /off 
Shegp, and followed the Devices of laſt 
"© | Year : 
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Return before my — : I have baulkzeck 
an Appointment; and leſt tndong A 
Things which I ought to have done. 1 
have 5 a Prude to the Man whom * 
love, and a Coquette to the Man whom. 1 
deſpiſe : But I hope to be forgiven for mx 
Beauty Sake ; 3 and am Willing, that the 
Loſs: obey. , e 1 Pe- 
K Dri any UNI oe Ln 


The ABS 0 I 0 T ION. 


x 3 = tie 
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- Parſon. "Dear ly Poloved, in Confidence 
that thou wilt chenfully do this thy: Pos 
nance, and believing thee to be a flute. 
Penitent, Ido (by Virtne. of the Autb 
iy committed to. me by the ns A* 
so LVR thee from thine Offences 
make thee white and clean, prog 4 4 
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